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POSITION PAPER FOR RIO+20 

Rio de Janeiro, 16th to 22nd of June, 2012

The Rio+20 summit will constitute United Nations endorsement of a new model of accumulation and plunder, with the label of poverty replaced by a green label.  

At the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, an alarm was sounded over the global environmental crisis, above all, over the loss of biodiversity and climate change. Nevertheless, what we have seen since then, year after year, is an ever deepening crisis, insignificant binding agreements, and more business deals by companies that profit from the climate crisis through the privatization of the atmosphere. Giant private corporations and international financial institutions now seek to further expand their business opportunities through the extreme commodification and financialization of nature. 

As for Rio+20, there is no longer any expectation that measures will be adopted to effectively address the global warming, or to halt the environmental crisis. But Rio+20 is an opportunity to strongly denounce oil-based capitalism and its devastating impacts, to promote greater understanding and support of local struggles against oil industry activities and the people’s campaigns  against a paradigm that keeps the oil-based model intact, while being presented as alternatives. 

In addition to the practices of transnational private corporations and neoliberal proposals for the occupation of territories and dispossession of communities and states, there are now agreements and actions adopted by state-owned or public/private companies which use the pretext of social investment and state control to further expand the frontiers of intervention. This is a new process of territorial colonialism which is not only expressed through the physical presence of companies but also extends towards a new conception of space and new forms of corporate personhood . This advance is moving into new and fragile territories with oil reserves, where the cost of its extraction, in terms of energy, territories, water, labour, and so on, will be higher than the cumulative total up until now. 

While the debate continues over this situation, communities that still live in close connection with nature, and nature itself, are fully aware of its impacts, and resisting against these devastating practices.  

1. The causes of the crisis

Oil  intensifies the expansion, acceleration and globalization of relations based on capital which overexploit workers and plunder nature. 

Now, “peak oil,” rather than been seen as a signal to move away from oil, has been and is being used to justify any means – including military means – to reach any remaining oil reserves. Greater blackmail, greater pressure to extend the oil frontier to extremely fragile places like the Arctic, nature reserves, the deep seas or the last tropical rainforests, alongside the acceleration of extraction, are in constant evidence.

Both the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and the International Energy Agency (IEA) forecast an increase in oil consumption and extraction, which has already reached 89.5 million barrels daily in 2012. By 2030, the demand for oil and other liquid fuels is expected to exceed 103 million barrels daily.
 Even the use of coal is expected to rise by 65 per cent by 2035.

Petroleum as an energy resource and as a source of materials has shaped a world in which the acceleration of production, the accumulation of wealth and technological rent have constantly expanded, destroying the land, sea and atmosphere. 

The countryside has been “petrolized” through the use of petroleum-derivative chemicals in agriculture. The majority of processed foods and manufactured goods are petrolized through their raw materials and their transportation over long distances. Cities are entirely petrolized through the consumption of plastics, as reflected by the vast garbage dumps where disposable packaging ends up. Even oceans have become plastic waste dumps. Motor vehicles and highways occupy every larger areas of land and displace healthy ways of life. 

The military industry is one of the largest users of energy. For example, the United States Department of Defense alone consumes around 130 million barrels of oil annually,
 almost as much as the entire country of Nigeria, with a population of 160 million people. This makes the U.S. war industry the largest consumer of energy, with only 35 countries in the world that consume more than it does. 

The toll of contamination from oil industry activities is horrific. Millions of barrels are spilled into the soils or the seas. During the Gulf War, 5.7 million barrels of oil were spilled in one single incident in Kuwait. Five million barrels were spilled into the Gulf of Mexico by the BP deepwater drilling rig explosion. Oil spills are a daily occurrence and often go unreported. 

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), emissions from fossil fuel combustion in 1990 were just under 22 gigatons; by 2010 they had reached more than 33 gigatons of CO2.
 But carbon emission alone is not the problem, it is just one of the manifestations of the crisis. 

The new geopolitical context, marked by high growth and demand in emerging economies, implies an increase in extraction and consumption. This brings in a new piece in the ever-increasing complex global crises. Sadly, Since Rio 92, capitalism has continued along its usual course, destroying peoples and territories along the way.

2. False solutions

Crises are inherent to capitalism. It creates crises and at the same time presents false solutions to confront the crisis. Capitalism self-regulates and regenerates, precisely for the purpose  of creating more profit. .  

· The climate crisis is confronted with schemes that serve to make climate change an opportunity for more business, with a new global unit of value: carbon equivalent.

· For the economic-financial crisis, state and corporate-sponsored structural adjustments are designed to further redefine, expand and protect the banks while exploiting the peoples and the environment. Also new commodities and markets are created which pursue the same purpose, to strengthen the financial monopoly of corporate banks to global and national economies.

· To deal with the environmental crisis, new products are proposed through the commodification of nature. Or the solution to environmental crisis is framed as if it were a matter of responsible consumption choices that can be addressed by lifestyle-change of individuals. 

· The exhaustion of vital resources like water, forests and biodiversity is met with new agendas for territorial control through policies and programs such as REDD+ projects that use the guise of conservation to privatize and commodify these resources,. 

· Social unrest and popular uprisings are dealt with through the legalization of repressive measures and the criminalization of opposition and protest. 

We have endured twenty years of corporations and governments of lying, hiding, pretending, conspiring, distracting attention from the root cause of these crises, which is corporate monopoly control of fossil resources and oil-based capitalism. 

From a technological point of view, there are energy mega projects aimed at supplying cheap energy for the extraction of fossil fuels and minerals, with no regard for the destruction of food sovereignty through large-scale agrofuel production or the threat posed to the entire planet by nuclear energy. The current oil extraction model consumes ever-larger amounts of water because it is advancing towards unconventional sources scattered across almost the entire face of the planet. 

Finally, in order to guarantee the flow and supply of oil, there are plans to impose a system of international “environmental governance” through which countries and societies would be administered as if they were companies. The United Nations is contributing to this process with a new road map and glossary: certification, green taxes, eco-consumption, bio-knowledge, green fiscal policies, green GDP, “sustainability of external balances”, taxonomic inflation, charismatic species, social inclusion, green energy…

3. Alternatives to the crises

We know that within the capitalist model there are no solutions that do not entail greater degrees of destruction. Capitalism is maintained and expanded through the over-exploitation of people and nature, and in the best of cases, through accumulation and postponement of crises. 

Alternatives must be models that do not promote extractive activities in pursuit of endless economic growth while destroying small farmers and small-scale collectives.

It is up to social movements to break the spell that binds us to using the rhetoric of development and progress, in order to rethink the route towards more opportune and strategic horizons for social struggles. 

The concept of SUMAK KAWSAY (and its equivalents in other languages) has emerged from indigenous movements, essentially proposing the search for and maintenance of spaces for utopia, based on the principles of community, solidarity and respect for nature, and the rejection of any form of the exercise of domination. 

For Oilwatch, alternatives and alternative paths should be intertwined, protecting territories, building sovereignties and strengthening solidarity among struggles. 

One possible path is to join forces against the oil industry and support each other in our struggles. From the specificity of the OILWATCH network, we place ourselves at the service of struggles in defence of territories, against the oil industry, in Brazil and throughout the world. 

NO TO THE EXPANSION OF THE OIL FRONTIER

OIL-FREE TERRITORIES

YASUNIZE THE WORLD!
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