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OILWATCH PRINCIPLES

1. Oilwatch is a network that builds solidarity and fosters a common identity among peoples of the Global South. Oilwatch understands similarities in the current pattern of resource exploitation in countries of the Global South, which reflects historical legacy of disempowerment of peoples, plunder of natural resources and destruction of environment, and considers the recognition of the right of peoples to self-determination as primary in the resolution of environmental problems.

2. Oilwatch is a network of RESISTANCE to the negative impacts of fossil fuels (coal, gas and oil) extraction and related industries on PEOPLES and their environment.

3. Oilwatch exists and works to stop the expansion of socially destructive and environmentally damaging oil activity in the tropics and other parts of the Global South. 

4. Oilwatch members support all initiatives of local peoples to resist coal, oil and gas activities. These initiatives include monitoring of devastation and violations that arise directly or indirectly from oil activity, and support for local demand for compensation and restoration.

5. Oilwatch is a network which applies and fosters DECENTRALIZATION. It works more as a movement rather than a centralized entity.

6. Oilwatch supports nations, peoples and communities that resist the destructive activities of oil companies.

7. Oilwatch creates consciousness of a model of development that is non-fossil fuel-based, socially responsible, and is environmentally sensitive and protective

8. Oilwatch promotes exercising of rights of nature, human rights and collective human rights of communities affected by the oil activity to oppose exploration and exploitation, facing companies and governments at the local, national and international level.  It demands and advocates that  communities that resist  hydrocarbon operations should be recognized rather than suppressed.

9. Oilwatch encourages energy sovereignty, promotes energy autonomy and works with alternative politics of communities, regions and countries to initiate the pathway towards energy sovereignty, in such a way that it promotes the abandonment of the oil model.  The aim is to anticipate a political proposal that gives substance to our strategies of resistance that allows new alliances with other sectors and for us to obtain greater legitimacy with society. 
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